[Late results of surgical treatment of chronic subdural hematoma at the Department of Neurosurgery of the Merged District Hospital in Rzeszów 1976-1987].
Late results of the surgical treatment of chronic subdural haematomas in 117 patients after 1-13 years of follow-up are reported. Sporadic headaches were the complaint in 24% of cases, sporadic dizziness in 17.5%, and weak recent memory in 7.2%. Neurological deficit was found in 6.6% of cases. The complaints and neurological deficit present late after the operation caused no limitation of self-dependence and no help of others was necessary. EEG changes were present in 13.7% of cases late after the operation and had a decreasing tendency. The number of patients quitting work and receiving disability pension was greater than the number of those voicing complaints or showing neurological deficit. The wide range of works done by these "disabled" shows that the criteria of recognizing working disability are very imperfect. In 90 patients in whom the brain failed to expand spontaneously after haematoma evacuation 0.9% NaCl was given intrathecally and brain expansion was achieved. In this group complaints and deficits were much less frequent than in those in whom brain expansion was not aided. In the group with slower development of haematoma complaints and deficits were less frequent than in those with haematoma developing before one month after trauma.